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The Devil’s Arithmetic: 

Chapter 12

1) In the first paragraph, why does Hannah say, “Thinking is dangerous,”? How is that different from what she was doing in the first half of the book?

2) How many fingers does the woman in the blue dress have?

3) On Pg 99, the book says: 

Another memory, hazier than the one about the dress, flooded back to her.  “This…” She heard a familiar man’s voice crying out. “I’ll give them this!” She couldn’t think who it was or what he was giving to whom.”


Why can’t she remember who said this?

4) What happens if you forget your number?

5) Why didn’t Hannah cry when she was getting tattooed?

6) On Pg 101, the book states, “Fayge had an unearthly beauty. But her eyes were strangely blank,”  Why were her eyes blank?

7) Why does Gitl laugh on Pg 101?
8) What does Hannah and Gitl learn from the solider on Pg 102?

9) On Pg 103, Hannah says, “Go to sleep, J197241, you mean,” and Gitl responds by saying, “You are a name, not a number.”  What is the significance of Gitl’s response?
